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Artisans define 
place



Artisans are both 
producers and stewards 

of material culture.



Rapid changes brought 
on by globalization and 
urbanization have 
isolated many artisans. 



Craft is the second 
largest employer in the 
developing world



Folklife Festival Marketplace
Personal connection on the 

Mall translates to sales



Smithsonian Artisan Initiative





• Strengthen cultural heritage 
tourism offerings

• Increase awareness of Armenia 
as a cultural heritage tourism 
destination

• Improve cultural sector 
workforce skills

• Coordinate partnerships in the 
cultural heritage tourism sector





My Handmade 
Armenia 
Festival

Photo & video 
Documentation

Six months  
mentorship & 

design support
Trainings

My Armenia & Teryan Cultural Center



Training to bring people together.





Supportive & 
visionary 

leadership

Repeated 
opportunities for 

relationship 
building 

Strong 
partnerships 

with committed 
local 

organizations

Respect for 
traditions using 
contemporary 

modes of 
recognition


